
I know ALL of you are aware that I am leaving the Parish and I will start my 

new assignment in Turlock, the SACRED HEART PARISH. The 3 short years 

and 3 months of being in this place and being in this parish is like 3 chapters of 

my entire life where I can say I have grown a lot... now I  say farewell and 

goodbye... 

 

My life here in this Parish is  meaningful, enjoyable, colorful and sometimes 

very challenging.  I owe huge gratitude to our Pastor, Fr. David Dutra as well 

as to our Parochial Vicars Fr. Joseph and Fr. Carlos, the Parish Pastoral & 

Finance Council, the FILIPINO MINISTRY and those who journeyed with me 

throughout my stay here in Saint Bernard’s Parish. Deep in my heart, I am so 

grateful to all of you. I thank all of you for walking with me as your Parochial 

Vicar, your friend, and your companion. 

  

I would like to leave you with a challenge and an invitation to all of you, whether 

you are involved in the parish, are a seasonal Catholic or a regular church goer 

to please continue to support your Pastor, Fr. David and the Parochial Vicars.  

Extend your hands to him not only in times that he needs you but all the times 

and to uplift his spirit. My dear Parishioners, you are his companions, his 

friends, and his helpers in spreading the Gospel of salvation, Gospel of love and 

Gospel of peace.  

 

Without you, this church will never become a church of the faithful, a church 

of the people of God. Remember my dear brothers and sisters, your priests will 

not stay here forever, but you do. Therefore, this is your church, this is your 

place of worship, this is your house of prayer, take good care of your temple 

and love your church.  

 

Again my dear brothers and sisters, my words may not be enough to thank all 

of you for treating me as your own. I will be going to Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church in Turlock full of joy and enthusiasm because through the guidance of 

Fr. David I have grown and learned a lot here.  I have loved this place (Tracy), 

the people and the Parish of Saint Bernard’s.  Thank you all so much for 

everything. May God reward you for all the things that you've done to me and 

for all the things that you've done for your church.  Farewell, goodbye, and 

thank you all! God bless all of us. I love you all.  

 

In Christ, 

Fr. Delfin Tumaca 

 


